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A New Star for the Star of Louisville 
-- Distinctive sign made of LED-FLEX(tm) lighting improves visibility for dinner boat 
-- Flexible LED-FLEX lighting made fabrication practical, offers better visibility than neon 
PROVIDENCE, RI -- When the popular dinner boat, the Star of Louisville, was forced to change her berth 
on the Ohio River, the owners quickly discovered that moving the boat a mile down and across the river to 
Jefferson, IN, was a lot easier than communicating the new location to their customers throughout the 
Louisville and surrounding area. 
"We spent thousands on advertising," said Bernie Kaelin, General Manager of the 130-foot floating 
restaurant which serves up to 325 people and has been offering luncheon and dinner cruises on the Ohio 
since 1987, "but every day people would call us from the other side of the river, wondering where we 
were."  
Finally, one of the owners, David Evanczyk, suggested that a lighted sign be placed atop the three-story 
building that sat on The Star's landing barge. Design bids were solicited, but none of the traditional signing 
methods seemed appropriate. "Fabrication costs for neon were outrageously high," said Kaelin, "and in our 
visibility tests, it didn't show up that well at all." 
Then Chris Kanemitsu of Energy Tech 21 proposed a design made from an entirely new LED-FLEX(tm) 
lighting material that offers the same appearance as traditional neon lighting, but requires less energy, is 
more flexible and durable, and can be used in many applications where neon is not appropriate. Offered by 
Mule Lighting, Inc., of Providence, RI, LED-FLEX is a system of durable UV protected tubes lined with 
LED lamps for illumination. The system is flexible enough to bend up to 180 degrees, and provides a user-
friendly alternative to delicate, glass-based neon bulbs.  
"LED-FLEX was recommended as the most effective, lowest maintenance alternative to meet their needs," 
said Kanemitsu. "LED-FLEX from Mule contains no harmful gases, making it safe to handle, and it can be 
custom cut and shaped on-site, without the need for specially trained personnel." 
The result of the LED-FLEX choice was a new star for the Star of Louisville, a full twenty-foot high 
illuminated star that sits on two twelve-foot posts atop the landing barge building. Fabricated by David 
Evanczyk, the original builder of the boat, the star sign is easily visible from up to 2.5 miles away. "We 
debuted the new sign on April 23 on the night of the Thunder Over Louisville fireworks festival," said 
Kaelin. "There were 500- to 750,000 people across the river, with one of the fireworks barges right between 
us and them. With our new star shining over the whole scene, we haven't had any trouble with people 
finding us ever since." 
For reservations or additional information on the Star of Louisville, call (502) 589-7827. For information on 
Energy Tech 21, email chrisk@energytech21.com. 



Mule Lighting, Inc., is a custom manufacturer of quality lighting and battery related products, including 
Exit Signs, Emergency Lighting, Battery UPS Systems, Battery Chargers and Rechargeable Batteries. 
Mule's line of patented LED (light emitting diode) bulbs offers energy saving and cost-efficient alternatives 
to traditional incandescent lighting fixtures. Several of Mule's patented lighting options have earned the 
Energy Star of approval for conservation. Electrical Construction & Maintenance magazine has named 
LED-FLEX(tm) a winner of the EC&M 2005 Product of the Year award, in the category of Lighting 
Systems. 
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